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Abstract 
The acuity of poverty is no longer a micro notion but a global phenomenon, and its scorch effect is 
felt by a vast majority of citizenry all over the world. It is on this basis that the United Nation 
Organization and the Millennium Development Goal Strategy made it a priority to fight and 
reduce this menace called poverty. Several governments have came up with policies and 
programmes in reducing the effect of this looming disaster but little or nothing has been felt, as 
this study seeks to examine the effect of NAPEP alleviating the poverty level of the citizenry of 
Benin city. The study will elucidate this more with the use of social change theory by Doug 
Reeler. The study being an exploratory study made use of 150 respondents who are residents in 
Benin City and have benefited from the programme. Both cluster and snow balling sampling 
technique was used in getting the respondent. Both qualitative and quantitative methods of data 
collection were utilized. Based on the findings, conclusion and recommendations were made. 

  
Though there is a general rule in economics that states that ‘Human wants are insatiable’ however 

when there is lack, choice becomes optional. There are growing numbers in the populace of the society, 
and this growth is not proportional to the amenities on ground that will satisfy the needs of the people.  
This is according to Malthus in 1798 when he anonymously published the first edition of An Essay on the 
Principle of Population as It Affects the Future Improvement of Society, with Remarks on the 
Speculations of Mr. Godwin, M. Condorcet, and Other Writers. The work received wide notice. Briefly, 
crudely, yet strikingly, Malthus argued that infinite human hopes for social happiness must be vain, for 
population will always tend to outrun the growth of production. The increase of population will take 
place, if unchecked, in a geometric progression, while the means of subsistence will increase in only an 
arithmetic progression. From this deduction there is bound to be uneven distribution and redistribution of 
resources, and the lacuna created will likely pave way for obvious poverty in the society. 

 
Definitions of poverty have different ideas lexically. As the concept of poverty has been defined 

by many books of knowledge; The McGraw Hill (1973) Dictionary of Modern Economics defined 
poverty as a condition in which income is insufficient to meet substantial needs, thus, the level of living. 
Hogan (2006), described poverty as a low standard of living that lasts long enough to undermine the 
health, morale and self respect of an individual or group of individuals. The term is relative to the general 
standard of living in the society: the distribution of wealth, the status system, and social expectations. 
Scott et al (2005) asserted that poverty is a state in which resources usually material but sometimes 
cultural are lacking. It is common to distinguish between absolute and relative definition of poverty. 
Poverty however can be defined in absolute term as it refers to a state in which the individual lacks the 
resources necessary for subsistence. 

 
The Encyclopedia Britannica (2010) defines poverty as a state of one who lacks usually or 

socially acceptable amount of money or material possessions. Poverty is said to exist when people lack 
the means to satisfy their basic needs. In this context, the identification of poor people first requires a 
determination of what constitutes basic needs. These may be defined as narrowly as “those necessary for 
survival” or as broadly as “those reflecting the prevailing standard of living in the community.” To this 
end, it is no longer new that one of the major problems being faced by the world today is that of poverty; 
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it has become a global issue and has called for world attention in recent years. Alleviating this monster 
called poverty has been an issue especially as it affects the developing world. The issue of poverty 
alleviation is recently emerging as a major subject of concern in national and international policy 
discourse after decades of its relegation to the background. In all, poverty is a pervasive phenomenon 
worldwide (Aina, 2007) 
 
Types, Causes and Effect of Poverty 

Confucius in the 6th century stated that ‘In a country well governed poverty is something to be 
ashamed of. In a country badly governed wealth is something to be ashamed of’. In buttressing this, 
poverty is not worth celebrating but fighting against. According to the Encyclopedia Britannica Ultimate 
Reference On Poverty (2010), there are different types of poverty, they include:  Cyclical poverty, 
Collective poverty, Concentrated collective poverty, Case poverty. 
 
Cyclical Poverty: refers to poverty that may be widespread throughout a population, but the occurrence 
itself is of limited duration. In nonindustrial societies (present and past), this sort of inability to provide 
for one's basic needs rests mainly upon temporary food shortages caused by natural phenomena or poor 
agricultural planning.  
 
Collective Poverty: unlike cyclical poverty, which is momentary, widespread or “collective” poverty, 
involves a relatively permanent insufficiency of means to secure basic needs—a condition that may be so 
general as to describe the average level of life in a society or that may be concentrated in relatively large 
groups in an otherwise prosperous society. Both generalized and concentrated collective poverty may be 
transmitted from generation to generation, parents passing their poverty on to their children. 
 
Concentrated Collective Poverty: In many industrialized, relatively affluent countries, particular 
demographic groups are vulnerable to long-term poverty. In city ghettos, in regions bypassed or 
abandoned by industry, and in areas where agriculture or industry is inefficient and cannot compete 
profitably, there are found victims of concentrated collective poverty. These people, like those afflicted 
with generalized poverty, have higher mortality rates, poor health, low educational levels, and so forth 
when compared with the more affluent segments of the society. 
 
Case Poverty: Similar to collective poverty in relative permanence but different from it in terms of 
distribution, Case poverty refers to the inability of an individual or family to secure basic needs even in 
social surroundings of general prosperity. This inability is generally related to the lack of some basic 
attribute, that would permit the individual to maintain himself or herself. Such persons may, for example, 
be blind, physically or emotionally disabled, or chronically ill. Physical and mental handicaps are usually 
regarded sympathetically, as being beyond the control of the people who suffer from them. (Culled from 
Encyclopedia Britannica Ultimate Reference on Poverty 2010) 
 
The Likely Causes of Poverty  
a. Corruption: This can be referred to the misappropriation of the social resources for self use. 

Corruption is visible in the sight of every human living within our social environment, as the effect is 
being felt by a vast majority of the population of the world. According to the Oxford Advanced 
Dictionary, the term “corruption” is defined as a dishonest or ill behaviour, especially of people in 
authority.  It is also referred to as the act of changing somebody from moral to immoral standard of 
behaviour. Oladele (2013) stated that defining corruption may be complex, especially when viewed in 
terms of supportive corruption, transactional corruption, extortive corruption, investive corruption, 
personal and institutional corruption, traditional and modern corruption, local, national or 
international corruption, representational corruption, grand and petty corruption. In summary, it is a 
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change from the usual norm of a society to another way that is not universally accepted. this is felt by 
all especially the vulnerable in that society and thereby exposing the poverty of the less privileged or 
the vulnerable group of the society. 
 

b. Poor Planning: Planning is the act or process of making plan for something.  However the Encarta 
English Dictionary defined ‘A Plan” as a method of doing something that is worked out in advance. 
When this structured or semi-structured is poorly or not properly followed there is a tendency that the 
harsh effect will have an unpleasant ending. When plans are not properly followed or are poorly 
structured, there is the tendency that it will lead to lack or poverty for such society, groups or even 
association. 
 

c. Inadequate Education and Employment: Education, as they say, is the bedrock for the 
development of every society, and when there is a shortfall in this sector of the society, under-
development is imminent because what such society will now experience is seasonal employment, 
where the service of the citizenry will only be demanded at a particular point in time. This can pave 
way for the up-shoot of poverty in the society. Other causes may include over-population, high 
standard of living and cost of living and the likes  

 
The likely effects of poverty include but are not limited to the following: malnutrition and starvation, 

infectious disease, crime and violence such as child abuse, teenage pregnancy, drug abuse, etc. According 
to Sams (2008) as cited in Alenkhe et al (2013), he asserted that, there are some factors that led to early 
motherhood especially in developing countries. They include: educational failure, poverty, unemployment 
and low self esteem. 
 
Facet of Poverty in Nigeria 

There are different dearths or paucity in the country that though the citizenry complain of but this 
can be measured from different perspective. According to Aina (2007), poverty can be viewed from 
different perspectives and these include economic, sociological, environmental, technological and 
political dimensions. In Nigeria, the most obvious is the economic dimension; this has to do with the 
economic will of the people to solve their problem financially. Aina (2007) opined that the economy of a 
society refers to the system being used by the society to produce wealth, namely agriculture, industry, 
commerce, mining, etc. and this to the Nigerian countries populace is not worth comparing with that of 
other countries in the west, where though there is unemployment the rate is less than that of most of the 
Africa countries.  

 
Adepoju (2008) opined that unemployment in Africa urban area is usually associated with the 

youth. In the 1960s the pool was localized among primary school leavers, now the pool of unemployed 
graduates and the multitude of secondary school leavers are even causing a multiplier effect on the 
unemployment situation. He further asserted that the unemployment has greatly affected the socio-
economic standard of the society that the option available is for the populace that are unemployed to use 
the available resource in their disposal to move to  a greener pasture, and for a few of these migrants, this 
movement is to attain socio-economic mobility, while for others it is basically for survival. Nigeria is one 
of the countries in the world with very high rural-urban dichotomy. Although the nation is generally 
characterized by poor social amenities, both in quality and quantity, rural communities are 
disproportionately more disadvantaged than urban centre.. This may be due to governmental neglect. 
Consequently, the number of rural inhabitants that migrate to cities with high hopes of overcoming the 
powerlessness consistent with rural life is unprecedented (Nwokocha, 2007). The gap caused by this rural 
–urban dichotomy and the difference between the economic standard in class-  in what Karl Max called 
class structure of the society- has opened the level of poverty in the society. 
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Little wonder The 2010 Global Monitoring Report (GMR) of the United Nations Education, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) reveals that about 92 percent of the Nigerian population 
(138, 000, 000) survive on less than $2 (two dollars) daily, while about 71 percent (106, 000, 000) of the 
population survive on less than $1 (one dollar) daily. This is alarming for a country with several natural 
resources. This is unfortunate! Therefore, there is the urgent need to alleviate the suffering of close to 70 
percent of Nigeria’s active population that is living below poverty line.  
 
Government Effort in Reducing Poverty  

There are various attempts by government to create policies and programmes in an attempt to 
alleviate the poverty level of her citizenry. And these programmes and policies can be traced to the early 
70’s when General Yakubu Gowon established the National Accelerated Food Production Programme 
(NAFPP) and the Nigeria Agricultural Co-Operative Bank (1972 to be specific). Till date there are still 
programmes set by subsequent governments, in reducing the poverty of the citizens of the state. 

 
Table 1: Poverty Alleviation Programmes 1972-2010. 
SOME POVERTY ALLEVIATION 
PROGRAMMES OF GOVERNMENT 
1972 Gen. Yakubu Gowon established the   

National Accelerated Food Production 
Programme (NAFPP) and the Nigerian 
Agricultural Co-Operative Bank. 

 
1976 Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo introduced the 

Operation Feed the Nation (OFN) 
 

1979 Alhaji Shehu Shagari established the 
Green Revolution Programme. 

 
1984 Gen. Mohamadu Buhari introduced the 

Go Back to Land Programme. 
 
1985 Gen. Ibrahim Babaginda established the 

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) 
 

1986 Gen. Ibrahim Babaginda also established 
the: 

 -People’s Bank (PB) and the Community 
Banks 

 -Directorate of Food Roads and Rural 
Infrastructure (DFFRI) 

 -National Agricultural Land Development 
Authority (NALDA) 

 - National Directorate of Employment 
(NDE) 

 
1993 The late Gen. Sani Abacha introduced the 

Family Economic Advancement 
Programme (FEAP) just as his wife 
introduced the family Support Programme 
(FSP) 

 
1999 Former President Olusegun Obasanjo 

established the Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP) which later transformed 
into the National Poverty Eradication 
Programme (NAPEP) IN 2001 

Source: National Assembly Legislative Digest, 2013 
 

In all these programmes, the recent by the 4th republic democratic dispensation has been the 
establishment of National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) which was previously called Poverty 
Alleviation Programme (PAP). Still the poverty level of the country’s citizen is alarming; this is an 
embarrassment to the country regarded as the ‘Giant of Africa’. That Nigeria with its enormous resources 
and potentials, is ranking 20th among the world’s poorest countries is to say the least nauseating. 
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Establishment of National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) 
According to the Worldeconomics (2013), the National Poverty Eradication Programme was established 

with the return of democracy on May 29, 1999.  The Federal Government embarked on poverty reduction 
programme. Specifically, it is to this end that, the government put up the National Poverty Eradication 
Programme (NAPEP) in the year 2000 which took off in 2001. It was aimed at eradicating absolute 
poverty and it consists of four schemes namely;  

i. Youth Empowerment Scheme, Rural Infrastructures and Development Scheme. 
ii. Social Welfare Services Scheme. 

iii. Rural Resources Development. 
iv. Conservation Scheme. 

 
To implement these programmes, the government placed emphasis on complementation, 

collaboration and coordination between the various tiers of government on the one hand and between 
government, donor/agencies, non-governmental organizations, and local communities on the other. 
 
 
Effect of Government Programme on Poverty Alleviation on Nigeria Citizens 

As much as the government of every nation will want the best for her citizen, they strive hard in 
various ways to create programmes and policies that will better the lives of  her children both within and 
outside the state. Several past government in Nigeria have created one developmental programme or the 
other. According to Oshewolo (2011), many literatures on development in Nigeria have categorized 
government’s efforts into two distinct time frames or eras. He classified them as the pre-SAP, SAP/post-
SAP eras. The policies of the Pre-SAP era, described as essentially ad hoc, included Operation Feed the 
Nation (OFN), Free and Compulsory Primary Education (FCPE), Green Revolution, Low Cost Housing, 
River Basin Development Authorities (RBDA), National Agricultural Land Development Authority 
(NALDA), Agricultural Development Programme (ADP), Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme 
(ACGS), Strategic Grains Reserves Programme (SGRP), Rural Electrification Scheme (RES) and Rural 
Banking Programme (RBP) (Garba, 2006; Omotola, 2008; Chukwuemeka, 2009 as cited in Oshewolo 
(2011). 

 
Oshewolo (2011) further added that during the SAP era, which witnessed the worsening of the 

socio-economic and political situation of the country, the government equally made some attempts to 
fight the scourge of poverty. These programmes included the Directorate for Food, Roads and Rural 
Infrastructure (DFRRI), National Directorate of Employment (NDE), Better Life Programme (BLP), 
People’s Bank of Nigeria (PBN), Community Banks Programme, Family Support Programmes (FSP) and 
Family Economic Advancement Programme (FEAP) (Garba, 2006; Eze, 2009). Some of the poverty 
alleviation programmes created by the Government of Nigeria include; 

i. The National Poverty Eradication Programmes (NAPEPS) 
ii. National Directorate of Employment  

iii. Directorate of Food, Road and Rural Infrastructure (support mainly rural infrastructure 
projects 

iv. Better life programme (programme target at women 
v. Family Support Programme 

vi. Community Banking Scheme 
vii. Microfinance Bank 

viii. Poverty Alleviation Programmes (PAP) 
ix. Youth Empowerment Schemes (YES) 
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The effect of these various programmes cannot be emphasized, though it cannot be said that they 
all achieved their various goals in totality but there are tendencies that their impacs were felt in one form 
or the other. As Arogundade, et al (2011)put it, they asserted that various governmental programmes can 
begin to see the light of the day, and thus encourage trust on the part of the electorate to the elected.  
According to them, the resultant effect could be what is termed poverty era-alleviation or better still 
“eralleviation”, which encompasses eradication and alleviation.  
 
Theoretical Approach 
 The concept of poverty alleviation is a developmental projects, according to Doug Reeler (2007), in his 
theory of social change that, the “Development Project” ( of which poverty alleviation is a part) is by far 
the most dominant vehicle for conscious social change, used widely by donors, NGOs and governments 
the world over. However, if society must experience transformation, it must engage in developmental 
projects that benefit the citizenry. 
Doug Reeler asserted that there are two orientations where projectable changes dominate: 
a. One is characterized by a problem-based approach, essentially identifying problems and seeking a 

fix. A broken tap is identified and a fix found. A problem-based approach works logically with plans 
from the present into the future. 

b. Another is characterized by a creative approach of people imagining or visioning desired results, not 
as a direct solution but as a new situation in which old problems are less or no longer relevant – a 
leap of imagination into the future.  

For social change to emanate there must be a transforming mind-set for recognizing the problem and 
create a channel or an avenue for exploring solution to the problem in the society. Man is prone to 
changes, so is the environment. Therefore there should be a transformation drive among its citizenry and 
the government (leaders). 
 
Statement of the Problem 

It is an irony that Nigeria is the giant of Africa,  and in the midst of plenty she cannot take care of 
her children that are dying of hunger, starvation, lack of adequate shelter, and the likes.  The country is 
blessed with natural resources like crude oil, agricultural products and even good weather condition, and 
still Nigeria is rated among one of the poorest countries in the world, it is alarming and disheartening. 

 
The National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) in Nigeria was set up in assisting to 

reduce the poverty rate of the country, yet little or nothing could be said to be the result of this established 
programme as the country still wallows in the deep water of poverty. Eradicating poverty could be a 
impracticable task as the programme may have met with some brick walls that have hindered its forward 
movement. 
 
Objective of the Study 

The aim of the study is to examine the effect of NAPEP in eradicating or reducing the poverty 
level in Benin City. The specific objective is to investigate if most governmental policies and programmes 
(like NAPEP) have met their purpose of establishment. 
 
Method and Materials 

Data attainment: The study is conducted in three local government areas of the state which 
include Oredo, Ikpoba-Okha, and Egor. The study utilizes both the qualitative and quantitative methods 
of data collection, which includes the use of structured questionnaire and questioning some key 
respondents using the in-depth interview method. In getting the research respondents a cluster sampling 
was used to stratify the study area and a purposive sampling method was used in getting the respondents 
in the stratified study area. The study populations comprise traders, artisans, tri-cycle riders (popularly 
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called keke NAPEP riders), the data were collected from selected 150 respondents who may include 
people who are benefactors of the programme.  
 
Findings 

Poverty alleviation and the role of NAPEP have been discussed in the above content; result from 
the respondents shows the role of National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) in Benin 
Metropolis. 

 
Table 2: Socio-Demographic Characteristic of Respondents 
Sex:        Male (105)  70%                  female(45) 30% 
Age? 
Below  25yrs  (48)32%           25-35yrs (80)53.3%             above 35yrs(22)14.7%              
Educational level of respondents 
Dropout(24)16%      Primary(48)32%     SSS(24)16%     tertiary(44)29.3%     others(10)6.7% 
Religious affiliation:     Christian(99)66%              Muslim(36) 24%                   ATR(15)10% 
Marital Status: 
Single  (11)7.3%       Married  (128)85.3%          Divorced    (3)2%        Separated   (8)5.4% 
Occupation: 
Trader     fashion designer      Bus Driver     Artisan    Businessman/Woman      Others 
(44)29.3%         (13)8.7%             (39)15.3%      (27)18%           (18)12%                     (09)06% 
Family size: 
Below 3(31) 20.7%           4-6 (51)34%          7-8(49) 32.7%               9 and above(19)12.6% 
Socio-Economic Status: 
Upper Class (3)2%                      Middle Class (65)43.3%           Lower Class( (82)54.7%                   
Source: Fieldwork 2013. 
 
Discussion of the Information in Table 2 

Poverty is a global phenomenon irrespective of the socio-demographic characteristic of the 
person, society or race. Therefore Table 2 reveals the socio-demographic characteristics of the 
respondents. From the table the result shows that there are more male respondents and also a large 
number of the respondent s were within the ages of 25-35years with 53.3%. Also the table reveals that 
66% of the entire respondents are Christians. This is due to the fact that the study location comprises 
more of Christians than other religions. The result shows that 85.3% of the respondent claimed to be 
married, while 7.3% were still single. The result also reveals that there were more traders (29.3%) and 
artisans (18%) than other occupations among the respondents. For the family size, 66.7% of the entire 
respondents indicated that they have a family size between 4 to 8.  Lastly the middle class and the lower 
class dominated the class of respondents interviewed. 
 
Table 3: Role of National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) in Alleviating Poverty in 
Benin Metropolis 
Have you heard about NAPEP:        Yes (109) 72.7 %                  No (41) 27.3% 
Have you ever received any facilities from NAPEP? 
Yes  (62) 41.3%           No (88) 58.7%              
If yes, what 
Skill acquisition (30)48.4%      Cash (02)3.2%     Material/Items(25)40.3%     Others(5)8.1% 
Has this benefit changes you in anyway? Yes   (55)88.7%       No  (7)11.3%           
If yes, what have been the effects of the benefit to you? 
Made me independent           established me       support me           self employment     Others 
(23)41.8%                                 (13)23.7%            (11)20%                (7)12.7%            (01)1.8%                      
Has this assistance changed your socio-economic status 
Yes(45) 81.8%           No (7) 12.7%          A little(3) 5.5%                
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Can you say NAPEP has reduced the poverty rate of some Nigerians: 
Yes  (45)30%                      No (87)58%           a little  (18)12%                   
What do you  think is still lacking with NAPEP achieving its aim? 
Lack of Enlightenment   (32) 21.3% 
Corruption   (57) 38% 
Inadequate Information (25) 16.7% 
Long Process In Getting The Aid (8) 5.3% 
Ignorance on the part of the populace (28) 18.7% 
Source: Fieldwork 2013. 
 
 
Discussion of Information Table 3 

On examining the role of NAPEP in eradicating the poverty level of the Nigerian society, the 
result from the Table 3 above reveals that majority of the respondents asserted that they have heard of the 
name NAPEP, however only 41.3% of the entire respondents claimed to have received from the 
programme, and the benefits include; skill acquisition, cash, material/Items and other benefits that were 
classified as others in different degrees and frequency. 

 
On benefiting from the programme, 88.7% of the respondents that claimed to benefit from the 

programme said that the programme has done the following to them, and these include; Making them 
independent, establishing some of them, supporting them in some capacity, aiding them to be self 
employed, and of this figure a vast majority claimed that this assistance has changed their socio-economic 
status. On the macro level, many of the respondents’ debunked  the idea that this programme has reduced 
the poverty level of many Nigerians with 58% affirming this and 12% claiming it has only done a little 
than what was expected. To this end, the respondents believe that the hindrances to NAPEP achieving its 
aim include but are not limited to the following: Lack of enlightenment, corruption, inadequate 
information, long process in getting the aid and ignorance on the part of the populace. 
 
In an interview, a respondent said; 

 I have heard of the name NAPEP, especially when the idea of keke NAPEP came up, if 
the programme is a reality for everybody that I don’t know, how to get to their office I 
don’t know, but I see people saying they have benefited from this programme, for me my 
brother, I didn’t get anything from them, my business money I borrowed it from a 
corporative, so my case is different. The programme may have helped some people but I 
think they may be very few as compared to majority of Nigerians out there seeking Aid to 
better their life and socio-economic status. So much more need to be done f they must 
achieve their goal at all. (IDI- Pastor ThankGod, Ikpoba Hill) 

 
Another respondent said: 

I heard of the programme from a very good friend, and I went to make enquiry and 
followed the process, then I got the programme training, though not in this state, but I 
was trained and was given some aid, but you know in a state where tax is the only source 
of revenue in the state, my striving business is been tapped away by the excess tax been 
collected the agencies in-charge. NAPEP have really tried but only few people have 
benefited from this programme, for this programme to achieve its goal there should be 
public enlightenment and people should be allowed to government programme to uplift 
the socio-economic status. (IDI- A graduate doing business, New Benin Market) 
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It has been observed that only a few persons have heard and have partaken of the programme 
(NAPEP), and for a few that have benefits from the programme, the concept of poverty alleviation is still 
not there, as they have not achieved that level they have wanted to attain, while others have been hit by 
the policy of the state government such as the banning of Bike and Keke from major roads in the 
metropolis and this has not gone down well with the aim at which these persons strive to alleviate the 
poverty in the society and uplift the family socio-economic status. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
 This study concludes that poverty, if not reduced or totally eradicated will expose the society to 
other social deviance acts and cause crime among its citizenry such as stealing, child trafficking, child 
abuse and maltreatment, pick pocketing, burglary and house theft and the likes within the state which is a  
microcosm of the larger society(Nigeria). Governmental programmes in the state have hit several walls as 
many people claimed to either not be aware of the programme, cannot access the programme or after 
benefitting from this programme (NAPEP), have claimed to be hit by the high level of tax by the agency 
in-charge. On this premise, the following recommendations are  made: 

1. Government should ensure that there is enough enlightenment on its programme in the state, this 
is to ensure that all citizens should be carried along in this scheme of things. This is to make the 
country attain its goal of reducing the poverty level of the state, which is one of the goals of 
Millennium Development Goals strategy of 2015. 

2. Government in all its capacity should ensure that there is a full implementation of all its policies 
and programmes. This is to guarantee that all the citizens within and outside the state can benefit 
in small or adequate measure from the dividend of good governance in the state. 

3. Policy makers should enact policies that will curb corrupt practices in the state. This is done to 
create a good platform for equal and even sharing of the benefits of governmental programmes 
in the state for all the her citizens. 

4. Community leaders should guard and protect government properties within their jurisdiction as 
government is for everyone and its properties came up as a result of the tax payers’ money, so 
they should be handled with utmost care and sincerity. 

5. Finally there should be grassroots awareness on government policies and programmes, this 
enabled  government to take its drive to the community level and fight the menace of poverty in 
the state if it must move from a developing world to the developed world in the nearest future. 
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